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Our gifts for Mission & Service work to create opportunities
to be an intercultural church.

Our gifts for Mission & Service work to create opportunities to understand what it means to be
an intercultural church. Here is a story about one of those opportunities.

Beth Baskin, Program Coordinator, Social Analysis and Congregational Engagement, in the
Church in Mission Unit of The United Church of Canada, reflects on White Privilege:

As someone who supported a delegation to the Global White Privilege Conference in May
2018 and supports the White Privilege Working Group, I spend a lot of time thinking about
it.

White Privilege is the norm that allows me to go through my day without really having to
think about what I do or say. The systems work pretty well for me. This is a problem.
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The problem is that I (and lots of others) can go through life ignoring racism and the
resulting oppression and exclusion. I will be a poorer person for the lack of diversity and
understanding in my life and faith, but really, unless I go out of my way to be in relationships
with those whom the systems exclude, I can live in my White bubble. This choice will give
me occasional pangs of sadness for the oppressed but have no real consequences for my
day-to-day living.

It is my job and the job of the White Privilege Working Group, among others, to ask the
questions that lead us to understand others’ cultures and experiences. We must find real,
tangible ways to change our church to honour and incorporate ways of being, knowing, and
deciding that are not the dominant church norm.

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If you have
not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your life of faith.
Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.

For more Minutes for Mission resources, see our photo collection and video playlist.

Learn more about what the United Church is doing around White Privilege and anti-racism
work.
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